Joseph Explains Pharaoh’s
Dreams
Genesis 41:14-42:2
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In this series, we’ve been traveling through time to learn about a man
from the Bible named Joseph. Last week, we left off after the king of
Egypt, Pharaoh, had some strange dreams. Have you ever had a strange
dream before? (Allow responses)
Pharaoh knew his dreams meant something important. Joseph was really
good at interpreting dreams, so Pharaoh sent for him immediately!
Joseph got cleaned up and put on new clothes. When he went to see
Pharaoh, he said to Joseph, “I had a dream and no one can explain it. I
hear you can explain dreams.”
Joseph said, “I cannot do it, but God will give you the answer you need.”
Give me a thumbs up if you think Joseph was being humble. (Allow kids to
participate) Right! Joseph was humble because he gave God the credit.
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Pharaoh started explaining his dreams to Joseph. They were very odd!
In the first dream, Pharaoh was standing at a river. Out of the river,
came seven fat cows! Do cows live in rivers? (No) Of course not. They’re
not fish!! But, in the dream, seven fat cows came from the river and ate
grass. Then, seven really skinny cows came out of the river.
What do you think happened to the cows next? (Allow predictions) Those
are some good guesses! The seven skinny cows ATE the seven fat cows.
Crazy! Then Pharaoh woke up.
In the next dream, there were seven healthy stalks of grain and seven
dry stalks of grain. (Point to a stalk of grain on front of page) The dry
stalks of grain swallowed up the healthy stalks of grain.
Pharaoh was so confused. Those were some pretty strange dreams, and
he wanted to understand them.
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With God’s help, Joseph understood the dreams. Joseph told Pharaoh
that both of his dreams actually meant the same thing.
Joseph explained that God was actually showing Pharaoh what he was
about to do through the dreams. It was kind of like Pharaoh was getting
to travel to the future!
According to the dreams, the seven fat cows meant that there would be
seven years with plenty of food for everyone. Then, the seven skinny
cows meant that there would be seven years with no food! Let’s hold up
a seven so we can remember how many years. (Wait for kids to
participate)
Do you think it’s a good thing OR a bag thing to not have any food for
seven whole years? (Bad thing) Right! But, Joseph had an idea…
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Because there would be plenty of food for the first seven years, Joseph
said they should save some of the food and store it. That way, there
would be enough saved up to eat while there was no food.
Pharaoh loved Joseph’s idea! In fact, he loved it so much that he put
Joseph in charge of all of Egypt. Pharaoh could tell that Joseph was
very wise and that God was with Joseph. Joseph became second in
command to all of Egypt.
Show me a big smile if you think Joseph was happy about this big, new
job he had. (Smile with kids)
Good smiles! Joseph was probably very happy about it. Joseph had gone
from being a slave that was thrown in jail to being in charge of all of
Egypt!
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Joseph could have let it go to his head and bragged to everyone about
how powerful he was. Instead, he stayed humble.
Joseph even left the fancy palace and started traveling all around Egypt.
He worked hard collecting food so that others wouldn’t starve when there
was no food. Joseph was thinking of others more than he was thinking of
himself.
This is exactly what God wants for us, too. Just like Joseph, we can think
of others before thinking of ourselves. This is what it means to live
humbly!
Let’s say it together. So what does God want from us? To…
(Live Humbly)
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