Joseph Explains Pharaoh’s
Dreams
Genesis 41:14-42:2

In this series, we’ve been traveling through time to learn about a man
from the Bible named Joseph. Last week, we left off after the king of
Egypt, Pharaoh, had some strange dreams. Have you ever had a strange
dream before? (Allow responses)
Pharaoh knew his dreams meant something important. No one had been
able to interpret the dreams, but he heard that a man in jail named
Joseph was really good at explaining dreams. So Pharaoh sent for him
immediately!
Joseph got cleaned up and put on new clothes. When he went to see
Pharaoh, he said to Joseph, “I had a dream and no one can explain it. I
hear you can explain dreams.”
Joseph said, “I cannot do it, but God will give you the answer you need.”
How do you think Joseph was being humble in this situation? (By giving
God the credit)
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Pharaoh started explaining his dreams to Joseph. They were very odd!
In the first dream, Pharaoh was standing at a river. Seven fat cows
came out of the river and started eating grass. Then, seven really
skinny cows came out of the river and ATE the seven fat cows.
Pharaoh’s other dream was similar. Instead of cows, there were seven
healthy stalks of grain and seven dry stalks of grain. The dry stalks of
grain swallowed up the healthy stalks of grain.
Pharaoh was so confused. Those were some pretty strange dreams, and
he wanted to understand them.
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With God’s help, Joseph understood the dreams. Joseph told Pharaoh
that both of his dreams actually meant the same thing.
He explained that God was actually showing Pharaoh what was about to
happen through the dreams. It was kind of like Pharaoh was getting to
travel to the future.
According to the dreams, the fat cows and healthy grain meant that
there would be seven years with plenty of food for everyone. Then,
there would be seven years of famine. This means that there would be
no food and people would die!
If you were in charge of a country and heard this news, how would you
feel? (Allow responses) Pharaoh knew they needed a plan. Let’s see what
they decided to do.
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Joseph had an idea. Because there would be plenty of food for the first
seven years, they should save some of the food and store it. That way,
there would be enough saved up to eat during the famine.
Pharaoh loved Joseph’s idea! In fact, he loved it so much that he put
Joseph in charge of all of Egypt. Pharaoh could tell that Joseph was
very wise and that God was with Joseph. Joseph became second in
command to all of Egypt!
Let’s think back. Where was Joseph before he came to interpret dreams
for Pharaoh? (Jail) Right! Joseph went from being a slave that was
thrown in jail to being a very important leader in Egypt.
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Joseph could have let it go to his head and bragged to everyone about
how powerful he was. Instead, he decided to stay humble.
Have you ever had experiences when something good has happened and it
went to your head? (Allow responses) It can be tempting to brag at times,
but God wants us to stay humble just like Joseph did.
Joseph continued to stay humble by leaving the comfort of the fancy
palace to travel around Egypt. He worked hard collecting food so that
others wouldn’t starve in the future. When the famine came, people in
Egypt had enough food because Joseph had spent so many years thinking
of them and not of himself.
What are some ways that Joseph stayed humble in today’s story? (Gave
God credit, didn’t brag about his new position, worked hard for others
instead of thinking of himself and staying in the palace, etc.)
God want us to live humbly just as Joseph did!
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